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What You Will Learn

Portlandõs Pearl District

ÅWhat are transit 

Centered 

Communities or 

TOD?

ÅBenefits of TOD

ÅPartnerships to 

Support TOD



Transit-Oriented Development or TOD

People within a half-mile radius are 5 

times as likely to walk to a major transit 

stop than others. Those who live further 

from a transit node are less likely to 

bother with the train or bus.

TOD also applies at the station, corridor 

and regional scales. 

TOD = A WalkableNeighborhood



TOD From a Community Perspective

ÅCommunity Revitalization 
and Placemaking

ÅTruly Affordable Housing 
and Access to Jobs

ÅExpanded Travel, 
Shopping and Housing 
Choices

ÅRegional Connections and 
Less Need to Drive

ÅEnvironmental and Air 
Quality Improvements

Synergy between land use and transit 
delivers:



TOD From a Transit Perspective

ÅIncreased Ridership 
and Revenue

ÅRegional Connections 
and Efficiency

ÅValue Creation and 
Financial Return 

ÅPublic Support for 
Expansion Projects

Synergy between land use and transit 

delivers:

Seattle, WA



TOD From a Regional Perspective

ÅImproved Affordability 
for Residents

ÅReduced Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions

ÅEconomic 
Development

ÅSustainable Growth

ÅEfficient Transportation 
Investments

Synergy between land use and transit 

delivers:



TOD: What it is not

Å"One size fits all"

ÅOnly high density housing

ÅA single project

ÅFixed-guideway only

ÅOnly targeted to certain 

market segments

ÅDisruptive of existing 

neighborhood or historic 

centers

NEED NEW PICS

An Isolated

Project near transit.



Transit Centered Ingredients

ÅWalkable 

Neighborhoods

ÅAccessible Mix of 

Uses

ÅMix of Housing 

Options

ÅTravel Options

ÅQuality Public Spaces

ÅCommunity 

Engagement



Transit Centered Ingredients:

WalkableNeighborhoods

ÅStreets and roads that 

are designed for 

people not just for cars

ÅBuildings front on the 

street

ÅActive and safe

ÅUniversal design that 

provides access for all

Th

is

Not 

this

Cultural Trail



ÅWalk to shops and 
services

ÅSupport local businesses

ÅAccess daily needs 
without driving

ÅLink trips to community 
uses such as schools 
and libraries

Hoboken, NJ

Transit Centered Ingredients:

Accessible Mix of Uses

Noblesville, IN



ÅProvide for a diversity of 
people - singles, 
families, retirees 

ÅBoth rental and for-sale

ÅMix of product types -
lofts, apartments, 
townhomes, condos, 
single-family and work-
live units

Transit Centered Ingredients:

Mix of Housing Options 



ÅTransit canõt do it alone

ÅCar sharing + shared parking

ÅBike and pedestrian 

connections

ÅHigh quality transit network 

and connections

Minneapolis, MN

Transit Centered Ingredients: 

Travel Options



ÅGathering places and 

opportunities for interaction

ÅReflect local character and 

community

ÅVenue for various activities

ÅDemonstrate positive public 

investment in community and 

transit

Transit Centered Ingredients: 

Quality Public Spaces

Taste of Broad Ripple



Transit Centered Ingredients:

Community Engagement

ÅOutreach and meaningful 
involvement in planning 
process

ÅLong-term strategy and 
collaboration 

ÅClear implementation 
steps so everyone can 
see progress



Benefits of Transit Centered 

Communities

1. Placemaking

2. Economic Development

3. Environmental and Public Health

4. Lower Housing and Transportation Costs

5. Community and Historic Preservation

6. Transportation System Performance

7. Transportation Choice



Benefit 1:Placemaking

ÅCreates the built 
environment that 
creates community

ÅStimulates interaction

ÅEncourages  
entrepreneurship

ÅFosters innovation

ÅNurtures humanity


