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Sharrow

In some cases where there is insuffi cient roadway 
cross-sectional area for bicycle lanes, or where 
travel or parking lane reduction to gain that space 
is impractical, a “sharrow” can be utilized (the 
term sharrow is derived from a special pavement 
marking of a bicycle and a double chevron arrow, or 
“share-arrow”).  Design criteria developed in several 
experimental applications (Portland, San Francisco, 
Salt Lake City) have promoted the inclusion of the 
sharrow typology in national bicycle facility standards. 
Marked and signed lanes inform the motorist of the 
presence of lane-sharing bicycles, and encourage 
cyclists to ride in the center of the lane rather than 
in the insuffi cient space between curb or parked 
cars and motor vehicles. Vehicle speeds should not 
exceed 25 mph in a shared lane, a constraint that 
can be reinforced by traffi c calming interventions. 
Sharrows are generally implemented concurrent 
with development of bicycle lane networks. As with 
bicycle lanes, this component requires bicyclist skill 
and judgment levels commensurate with those of 
motorists. 

Shared Lanes or Wide-Curb Lanes

The conventional “shared lane” or “wide curb 
lane” is typically implemented as a normal vehicle 
lane that has added signage  like a “share the road”  
sign; where bicyclists are forced to ride along-side 
vehicles.   This typology is not recommended as a 
substitute for properly designed bicycle lanes or 
sharrows, since they offer no guidance to motorists, 
and often encourage higher vehicle speeds.  A 
potential appropriate use for this typology is as a 
temporary or transitional tool to link bicycle users 
between established bike routes.  It is recommended 
that the city transition all current “share lanes” to 
properly designed bike lanes or sharrows.

Above: Shared Lane (Wide-Curb Lane) Design

Above: Sharrow Corridor Illustration

Above: Sharrow Design

13’ min.
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