Indianapolis Region’s

KEEPING PACE WITH OURJRANSPORTATION NEEDS

INDY CONNECT

CENTRAL INDIANA'S
TRANSPORTATION INITIATIVE

MPO

CIRTA &

Central Indiana Regional Transportation Authority

Indy Connect Initiative Sees Strong Public Engagement Following
Launch

For the past few months, thousands of Central Indiana residents have been weighing
in on a draft regional transportation plan. Indy Connect, Central Indiana's
Transportation Initiative, is led by the Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO), the Central Indiana Regional Transportation Authority
(CIRTA), and IndyGo. It is an unprecedented initiative to educate the public and
gather feedback on a regional long range transportation plan that includes expanded
bus service, roadway enhancements, bicycle and pedestrian improvements, and light
and commuter rail; all of which could work together to connect people to people and
people to places throughout Central Indiana.

In the weeks following the February 101 launch, Indy Connect representatives have
hosted more than 30 public forums at town halls, libraries, and community centers
throughout the region. Attendance at the public meetings has been strong, averaging
about 50 to 75 people per meeting. Online engagement has also been robust. The
website, www.indyconnect.org, has drawn over 60,000 page views and collected over
3,500 comments. Indy Connect also has over 3,200 followers on Facebook and
Twitter.

Due to strong interest in these earlier meetings, additional dates were scheduled
through April. The remaining meetings are:

« Thursday, April 22: Basile Opera Center, 4011 N. Pennsylvania St.,
Indianapolis, 7 p.m.

« Tuesday, April 27: Oasis of Hope Baptist Church, 1701 E. 25th St.,
Indianapolis, 6:30 p.m.

« Wednesday, April 28: Eastwood Middle School, 4401 E. 62nd St.,
Indianapolis, 7 p.m.

« Thursday, April 29*: Noble of Indiana, 7701 E. 21st St., Indianapolis, 1 p.m.

*The April 29t meeting will be targeted specifically toward individuals with disabilities, self-
advocates, families, and service providers; but the general public is welcome to attend.

Though the past few months have been eventful, this is only the beginning of the
process. This summer, planners will revise the draft plan, keeping in mind the public
feedback that was collected. The revised draft plan will then be presented in another
round of public meetings this fall.

Indy Connect encourages you to get involved by attending one of the upcoming
public meetings, logging on to www.indyconnect.org, joining the Indy Connect
Eacebook page or following @IndyConnect on Twitter.
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The End of an “ARRA”

The signs of spring are beginning to appear in Central Indiana. Robins are back, snow has

changed over to rain, and green is returning to the trees. Yet spring is not complete without
the familiar sights of orange cones, flashing yellow lights, and road crews! This year, those
travelling throughout the region may notice an increased amount of road work taking place.

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) provided $39.5 million of
transportation stimulus funding to the Indianapolis MPO, allowing for an increased ability to
maintain roads, repair bridges, and build new transportation projects including bicycle and
pedestrian facilities. By January of 2010, fifty-nine projects selected to receive ARRA
funding were awarded to contractors. Following that award, there was a balance of funds in
the amount of $8.5 million due to bids that were lower than original cost estimates. The
remaining balance was used to fund the secondary list of "reserve" projects that had been
compiled for use in the event of such an occurrence. By March, thirty-three more projects
were awarded.

With ninty-two total projects in the Indianapolis metropolitan planning area, thirteen municipalities and four counties received
funding from ARRA. Many of the projects are street resurfacing; however there are also several bridge projects, a traffic signal and
sign replacement project, and six trail projects that will provide additional bicycle and pedestrian accessibility. Construction is
beginning on these projects as weather permits, and they must be completed by February 17, 2012. To view the final list of projects,

please visit our website ( http://www.indympo.org/Funding/IRTIP/Documents/MPO_ARRA_Table.pdf).

It may be a safe bet this season that you will encounter more road work than usual; however, it may help ease the discomfort to
think about the opportunity that has been provided for improvements to the infrastructure (think: fewer potholes), and the jobs
provided by the influx of construction work.

With the end of the ARRA, the MPO would like to recognize the efforts of all our participating local planning agencies, the
Indianapolis Regional Transportation Council's Technical and Policy Committee members, as well as INDOT and FHWA for their
help and support throughout this process. Thank you all for your hard work!

For more information, contact Cat Schoenherr, Senior Planner, at cshoenh@indy.gov or 317-327-5137.

Indy Connect - 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan Update

The update to the Indianapolis MPQ's 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Update has been underway since late last year.
The long range plan is a 20 - 25 year planning document that outlines regional transportation needs for roads, transit (which includes
bus and rail), and bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. The planning process will recommend major capital projects to address
transportation needs, determine when the projects will be completed, and present how the projects will be funded throughout the
metropolitan planning area through the year 2035.

The schedule for the LRTP Update is as follows:

January 2010: County Workshops were held to gather input from our planning partners in the region;

February - April 2010: Indy Connect public meetings with special emphasis on transit;

Summer 2010: Technical work on modifying the LRTP begins;

Fall 2010: Development of the revised LRTP based on public comment and data analysis;

October - November 2010: Round 2 of public meetings presenting the revised LRTP and obtaining public comment;

December 2010: The final draft of the LRTP will be presented to the Indianapolis Regional Transportation Council (IRTC) for

content approval;

« January - May 2011: The required Air Quality Conformity analysis will be conducted and provide the final approval for the
LRTP; and

« May 2011: The regularly scheduled IRTC meetings will provide the final approval for the LRTP.

If you have any questions or would like to offer comment on the LRTP Update, please contact Stephanie Belch, Principal Planner, at

sbelch@indy.gov or 317-327-7599.
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MPO School Involvement Program

Since January 1999 the MPO has partnered with the Center for Interactive Learning and Collaboration to ask Central Indiana middle
and high schools to weave into their curriculum certain transportation topics. This endeavor acts as a supplementary part of the
MPO's public involvement program and reaches a different part of the public than the normal public meeting or the TeMPO
newsletter. This program has, in fact, received a best practice certificate for public involvement from the U.S. Department of
Transportation.

On May 13, 2010, students from five high schools will present their input and viewpoints on the draft regional rapid transit system to
public officials and other city leaders.

« Students of Brownsburg High School will produce a 10-minute documentary that, in their words, "ends where it begins, with
the re-introduction of trains as a mode of green transportation for current day Indiana.”

« Mount Vernon High School's High Tech Academy students have created a short promotional movie that gives viewers a 3-
D visualization of a rail system in the Indianapolis area.

« Students at The McKenzie Career Center in Lawrence have created a website and conducted a series of interviews with
Lawrence area students and teachers, citizens, and business and community leaders to capture a snapshot of opinions about
the proposed rapid transit system.

« Noblesville High School students are designing a potential train station for the rail line.

« Students of The Walker Career Center in Warren Township created a logo for the entire 5-school project and also designed
animated 360° representations of possible diesel and electric locomotives that could power the region's planned rapid transit
system.

2010 Planning Studies Chosen

For the past several years, the MPO has set aside a portion of the federal funds it receives for planning activities and made these
funds available to local agencies for conducting transportation studies pertinent to their needs. Communities have used these monies
for activities ranging from aerial photography to multimodal corridor studies to thoroughfare plans. Since 2006, approximately $2.2
million in federal funds has been utilized by the MPQO's partners. An agency recieving funds must be a member of the MPO and
provide the 20% local funds match for the study.

The MPO is preparing to make this program available again in 2010, with $1 million in funding available. At its February meeting,
the Indianapolis Regional Transportation Council approved projects to use the funds, and MPO staff has been moving forward with
necessary procurement prior to the start of these studies. 2010 planning studies come from all over the Central Indiana region and
include traffic impact studies, circulator studies, corridor plans, thoroughfare plans, and bridge reuse strategies.

For more information, contact Philip Roth, Assistant Director, at proth@indy.gov or 317-327-5149.
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Central Indiana Regional Freight Study Underway

Freight issues are growing in significance in Central Indiana. Along
with the industry's increasing importance to the local economy, traffic
levels for freight movements are continuing to show strong growth. In
fact, truck traffic on the region's interstate network is projected to
increase by approximately 35% over the next twenty years.

To help assure that the MPQO's transportation planning efforts are
incorporating the most current and accurate freight information and
addressing the highest priority freight issues, the MPO initiated a new
freight analysis study in late March. The study is being done in
coordination with the consulting team of Wilbur Smith Associates.

An overriding goal of this planning effort is to gather information about the local freight network and its operating

characteristics. This will assist planners develop a better understanding of how the local freight movements fit in with the region's
multimodal transportation network. This study will identify where opportunities may exist for improving intermodal connectivity
and promoting freight efficiencies when making recommendations for the types and locations of future transportation improvements.

Three focal areas for the study will be:

« Rail operations and opportunities;
« Intermodal facilities and movements; and
« Identification of the most critical freight bottleneck locations.

The study is expected to be completed by the end of September 2010.
For more information, contact Tom Beck, Principal Planner, at tibeck@indy.gov or 317-327-5646.

Upcoming Bicycle Events

PEDALSPARK

Earth Day Indiana Kicks Off Pedal & Park's 2010 Season

Pedal & Park is a program that provides free parking for bicycles and rollerblades at public events. The purpose is to encourage use of
non-motorized transportation alternatives, promote use of trails and greenways, dispense relevant recreational literature, and raise
funds for the partnering not-for-profit organizations. During the past 9 years, Pedal & Park has parked almost 20,000 bikes. The
bicycle corrals are continuously monitored by volunteers from program partners or event hosts. To volunteer, or if you have other
questions or comments, send an email to Pedal & Park Chairman Tom McCain.

The 2010 Pedal & Park season starts with a bike corral at Earth Day Indiana (EDI) on Saturday, April 24. This is the 40th anniversary
of the first Earth Day and the 20th anniversary of the Earth Day Indiana Festival, and this year EDI moves to its new home at White
River State Park. The Festival combines 130 environmental and conservation exhibits with live music from local bands, special
activities for kids, and food from local vendors. Bicycle access to White River State Park is available by following either the White
River Wapahani Trail or the Downtown Canal. Pedal & Park will be parking bicycles (and rollerblades) at EDI from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Visit us there and at all the other Pedal & Park events on our 2010 season schedule.
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